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INPIA, IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY, WAS A LAND OF STRUGGLE. WITH
BRITISH RULE PRAINING THE COUNTRY'S RESOURCES AND INPIA’S OWN
INTERNAL STRIFE, THERE WERE FEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR IT5 PEOPLE.

HOWEVER, THERE WAS ONE SMALL COMMUNITY THAT MANAGED TO APAPT ANDP
FASHION A LIFE THAT WAS PROGRESSIVE AND FLOURISHING — THE FPARSIS.

T - ) s TR
MUCH LIKE THEIR ANCESTORS, WHO HAD FLED PERSIA TO SETTLE ~ ( f;.l.:lnl\l
POWN IN INPIA AND HAD MINGLED WITH INPIANS LIKE SLGAR LD
IN MILK, THE PARSIS, IN THE LATE 18005, CONNECTED WITH
INPIANS AND BRITISH ALIKE AND LIVED PEACEFULLY WITH BOTH. \

I~ _ LY h';i
ACCORPING TO LEGEND, THE LEAPER OF THE FIRST PARSIS, WHO
LANDED IN SANJAN, VOWED TO THE RULER OF THE LAND THAT THEY

REPRESENTATION OF POLITICAL BOLUNDARIES AND THE NAMES OF GEOGRAPHICAL FEATLIRES DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT
THE POSITION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INPIA ON INTERNATIONAL 155ULES OF RECOGNITION, SOVEREIGNTY, JURISPICTION.
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LADY MEHERBAI TATA WAS ONE SLUCH FARSI WOMAN
WHO LIVED A LIFE OF WEALTH AND PRIVILEGE. BUT
INSTEAD OF LIVING IN AN IVORY TOWER, CUT OFF
FROM THE REALITY THAT WAS INDIA, SHE LUSED
HER BLESSINGS TO EMPOWER AND LUPLIFT PEOPLE.
WITH REMARKABLE FORESIGHT, WISPOM AND
COMPASSION, SHE WORKED HARD TO GIVE INPIAN
WOMEN THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACE IN SOCIETY.

MEHERBAI WAS BOKN ON 10 OCTOBEK,
1879. HER FATHER, HORMUST! JEHANGIR
BHABHA, WAS EDLICATED IN ENGLAND AND
WAS A LIBERAL THINKER AND EDLCATOR
WHO WENT ON TO BECOME THE INSPECTOR [s»
GENERAL OF EDLCATION OF MYSORE STATEX. “
HORMUST! NAMED HIS BABY GIRL, MARY.

*NOW A PART OF PRESENT-DAY KARNATAKA
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WHEN MARY WAS THREE, THE FAMILY MOVED

TO BANGALORE*. SHE WAS EPLICATED AT HOME
IN GUIARATI AND ENGLISH AND THEN SENT TO
BISHOP COTTON SCHOOL. WHEN SHE WAS FIVE —

WE ARE NOT
ENGLISH, ARE J

ALL mY
FRIENDS HAVE
INDIAN NAMES.

WHY 15 MY NAME

OURSE NOT.
A WE ARE PARSI
INDIANS. S

THOUGH VERY YOUNG, HER
NAME TROUBLED MARY...

THIS 15
HOW I'M GOING \
TO SPELL MY NAME,
PADDY. T WANT TO
BE CALLEV MEHRI",

NOT MARY. |

*NOW BENGALURU P
"MEHRI 15 A PERSIAN WORD MEANING KIND AND COMPASSIONATE.
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AROUND THIS TIME, THE FAMILY MOVED TO MYSOREX.
GROWING LP IN A CHARMED CIRCLE OF ELIROPEANS
AND INFLUENTIAL INPIANS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
ROYAL FAMILY OF MYSORE, MEHR| HAD A CHILPHOOD =
UNLIKE OTHER GIRLS OF THE TIME. |

I AM INDIAN,
MY NAME SHOULD
BE INPIAN TOO.

——

HER FATHER, SECRETLY
PROUD, GAVE IN AND A )
PETERMINED MARY CAME

7O BE KNOWN AS MEHRI,
OR MEHER BHABHA.

TR

! v/ SHE WAS BEING EPUCATELD, ALLOWED TO PLAY
ey Tl GAMES AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, TO THINK FREELY.

MEHRI WAS A SENSITIVE CHILDZ WHO OBSERVED THINGS AROLUND HER AND FORMED
HER OFPINIONS INPEPENPDENTLY. EVEN SEEMINGLY TRIVIAL INCIPENTS HADV A GREAT
INFLLUENCE ON HER. ONE DAY, WHEN SHE WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD —

Ll

HERE, 5 }. ' f
MEHRI, HAVE i Ty ) i fi ¥
S SOME CAKE. A% i
| & ~ N i
If - P . y , s
it ; - '// ¥
Ay c.‘
N ¥ \ r >
IR { ¥ ".""u. . ‘
i \ > ) \
= 4 \ :
e L -
G P ; 2 N
= s
—— ) g

ot

MEHRI WAS PLAYING WITH HER NEIGHBOURS IN THEIR GARPEN.

*NOW mMYSLRU
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TO PLAY
SOMETHING
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" HE'S GOING
TO GET INTO

E—7 THIEF! T'LL
S\ WHACK You!

HIS FAULT.

YOU THREW IT

STOP! WHAT'S
HAPPENING?

HE STOLE
My TOY. I'm
GOING TO
BEAT HIim!




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

YOU ARE BETTER THAN THAT, MY
SON. YOU HAVE 50 MANY TOYS.
THINK OF MUNUSWAMY. HE HAS
NONE. PON'T YOU THINK HE
WOULPD LIKE TOYS AS
MUCH AS YOouU?

MEHR| WATCHED AS THE MOTHER GENTLY
CALMED HER SON POWN AND REMINPED HIM
OF ALL THE 6OOD QUALITIES INSIPE HIM.

‘5WEETLY AND WISELY
SHE 15 TALKING TO HIM.
SHE HAS RESCUED THEM
BOTH FROM ANGER ’

BOTH BOYS WENT ON TO BECOME FRIENDS.
MEHR| NEVER FORGOT THIS SMALL INCIPENT.
IT WAS TO SHAPE HER THOUGHTS ABOUT THE
INFLLUENCE OF WISE AND EPUCATED WOMEN.

WHILE OTHER GIRLS OF HER AGE GREW UP
IN CLOISTERED ENVIRONMENTS, MEHR! WAS

[ ¥,

ENCOURAGED TO FOLLOW HER INTERESTS. P p——

\

SHE STUPIED SCIENCE
| AND LANGLAGES, BECAME
i) A SPORTSWOMAN AND AN

ACCOMPLISHED PIANIST.
7 3 ;
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THE NOTED INPUSTRIALIST, JAMSETT] TATA, WAS
A FRIEND OF HER FATHER'S AND HAD BEEN
VISITING THEM FROM TIME TO TIME.

AS TIME WENT BY, JAMSETII'S AFFECTION FOR
MEHR| GREW. WHEN SHE WAS ABOUT 18 — =

A~ SHE WILL
= MAKE A PERFECT
MATCH FOR
MY ELDER SON
WHAT A | e DORAB.
HAPPY AND =)
SPIRITED GIRL /|

ON 14 FEBRUARY, 1898, 19-YEAR-OLD MEHR! BHABHA was |+ | | THE TwenTy-vear Ace AP was NoT
MARRIED TO PORABJI! TATA, 20 YEARS HER SENIOR. UNCOMMON FOR THOSE TIMES. FOR

: ,. W TED | MEHRI AND DORAB, IT HARDLY SEEMED
'_. R UL TO MATTER, 50 COMPLEMENTARY WERE
{ ' THEY TO EACH OTHER. [ :

THEY WERE BOTH AVID
TRAVELLERS, SPORTS PEOPLE
AND VERY KIND AT HEART
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b [ EYES, I HAVE
SOMETHING FOR

= WP . N

IT WAS THE JUBILEE
PIAMOND*. THE BIGGEST
PIAMOND IN THE WORLD
AT THAT TIME AND HE
HAD BOUGHT IT FOR HER!

g 4 I'M TRAVELLING,
ENTERTAINING AND PLAYING
5PORTS TO MY HEART'S
CONTENT! I HAVE A LOVING
FAMILY ANT A DOTING
~ HUSBAND..WHAT MORE

COULD T WANT?

THE ANSWER? NOTHING FOR HERSELF, AT LEAST. BT (_ i
MEHR! REALISED THAT SHE HAD RESOURCES AT HER [=
DISPOSAL WHICH COULD BE USED MEANINGFLLLY, b -

'[ Ay l'i i T HAVE 50 8 &
HA\ | MUCH AND MOST WOMEN '
1 IJ'I \

HAVE NOTHING. I'P LIKE TO

\CONTRIBUTE IN SOME WAY 4
TO THEIR WELFARE. ;

>, —

WouLD You 4
A LIKE TO DO?

*THE 245.35 CARAT PIAMOND WAS S0 NAMED TO HONOUR THE
60TH YEAR JUBILEE OF QUEEN VICTORIA'S CORONATION.
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MEHR! HADV NEVER FORGOTTEN THE CHILPHOOD INCIPENT

WITH MUNUSWAMY, AND NOW SHE SHARED IT WITH DORAB. THERE |5 A SMALL

SCHOOL NEARBY. WHY

I THINK IT PON'T YOU TAKE IT OVER
! 15 IMPORTANT ANVD CONVERT IT INTO
TO EVUCATE A MOPEL SCHOOL FOR

WOMEN? YOU COULD PUT
ALL YOUR IPEAS INTO
PRACTICE.

/) WOMEN. '
i’ 'y~ an EvLCATED
@m7, 7/ WOMAN CONTRIBUTES
L7 4 GREATLY TO HER CHILD'S
LIFE. WHEN THE 50IL 15
PREPARED, THE SEED
WILL GROW.

I'M SURE ~{
MY TWO CHILDHOOD
FRIENDS GREW INTO KIND,

REMARKABLE PEOPLE
\BECAUSE THEY HAD SUCH
' A WISE MOTHER.

OH! I'LL MAKE SURE
THAT THE WOMEN WHO
STUPY THERE ALSO PLAY GAMES.
WOMEN MUST BE OUT IN THE
SUN AND THE AIR. IF THEIR
BOVIES ARE HEALTHY, THEIR
MINDS WILL BE TOO.

._ THIS WAS A TIME WHEN WOMEN HARDLY
1 EVER LEFT THEIR HOMES. S5O WHAT MEHR/
WAS SLUGGESTING WAS REVOLUTIONARY.

A

SCHOOLS LEAVE

NO SCOPE FOR ACTUAL MEHR! HIRED AN EXPERT FROM ENGLAND TO STUDY THE
MENTAL ANT PHYSICAL GROUND REALITY OF WOMEN'S EPIICATION IN INPDIA.
GROWTH. I DON'T WANT
THE SCHOOL TO JUST PREPARE THE SITUATION 15
GIRLS FOR EXAMINATIONS. IT MUST TERRIBLE. NO ONE WANTS
BUILD THEIR CHARACTERS, INSTIL IN . TO LET THEIR GIRLS GO
THEM A SPIRIT OF SERVICE. MAKE " OUT OF THE HOUSE. EVEN
THEM THINKERS AND LEADERS B PRIMARY EDUCATION |5
INSTEADV OF ROTE o n IMPO5S5SIBLE FOR

LEARNERS.

HMM...THAT MEANS
THAT THE MEN NEED TO BE \
EDUCATED FIRST. WE MUST

CONVINCE THEM THAT IT
15 BENEFICIAL TO THEM IF
WOMEN STUDY.

11
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BY EARLY 1904, MEHRI'S FATHER-IN-LAW
TJAMSETT| WAS FALLING ILL VERY OFTEN.

1in T -:I

HAVE YOUR |
MEPDICINES.

IT TOOK PORAB AND MEHRI A FEW DAYS TO

OUT OF CONSCIOUSNESS BUT HE FOLUGHT

REACH HIM. JAMSETII KEPT FLITTING IN AND |

IN GERMANY FOR TREATMENT AND REST. BUT BY
MAY THAT YEAR, IT WAS CLEAR THAT HE WAS
NOT GOING TO SLRVIVE. |

I ' ] xu : TAMSETII WAS FINALLY TAKEN TO BAD NALUHEIM

HE’S LOSING
CONSCIOUSNESS.
WE MUST SENP FOR,
HIS FAMILY. i

A i I oo || o= :
WITH JAMSETI! GONE, IT FELL TO HIS SONS TO REALISE ALL
HIS PREAMS. PORAB THREW HIMSELF INTO WORK AND WITHIN

TO STAY ALIVE UNTIL — [

.

A FEW YEARS — [

AN INSTITUTE FOR

" HIGHER EDLICATION IN SCIENCE
AND ENGINEERING*, [RON
AND STEEL PRODUCTION®,

HYDROELECTRIC POWER**.. HOW

PROUD YOUR FATHER WOULD BE /.

OF YOU, DORAB!

MEHRI'S NEPHEW, THE NUCLEAR PHYSICIST
HOM| BHABHA, WOLLD GO ON TO BECOME AN

LOVE FOR HER, WERE JAMSETII'S LAST. [
HE LOST CONSCIOUSNESS SOON AFTER
AND PASSED AWAY THE NEXT MORNING. |-

IMPORTANT PART OF THE SCIENCE INSTITUTE. [ i \
A L o Je RN i
i | HOMI BHABHA'S BROTHER, JAMSHED,

{¥ L “ ESTABLISHED THE NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
” ! t\‘ \Y; '\" PERFORMING ARTS IN BOMBAY™.

*INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE, BENGALLURU
“TATA IRON AND STEEL COMPANY, NOW TATA STEEL

*KNOW CALLED TATA POWER
12 “NOW MUMBAI
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IN 1914, THE WAR THAT WOLILD COME TO BE KNOWN A5 WORLD WAR I STARTEL
DESPERATE TO HELR MEHRI STARTED MEETING OTHER WOMEN AND TAKING PART
IN FUNPRAISING ACTIVITIES. IT WAS HERE THAT SHE FOUND SHE HAD A VOICE.

REMEMBER THAT WE ARE
HUMAN FIRST. RELIGION,

IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE

SELECTIVE ABOUT WHOM

YOU HELP..YOU ARE NOT
HELPING AT ALL.

BY 1917, MEHRI WAS COMPLETELY
INVOLVED IN TRYING TO MAKE LIFE ]
BETTER FOR THE LESS FORTUNATE. 4] j‘ 5\

A G [ Sy —

GANPHIJI HAS

BEEN TALKING ABOUT X | 87 mHEN, sLaveERY HAD BEEN ABOLISHED: [ T} =
THE PLIGHT OF INDIANS GIVEN THE INSTEAD, POOR INPIANS WERE BEING _
WHO ARE GOING TO OTHER BRITISH AN TAKEN TO FOREIGN LANDS BY THE
COUNTRIES AS INDENTURED 4t SHIPLOAD FOR HARD MANUAL LABOLIR.

THE PRACTICE
MUST STOR /

13

i \ PRIVILEGE IF WE

-\ FOR GoOD? ,f

THEY WERE PROMISED MONEY FOR THEIR
¥ WORK BUT WERE HARDLY GIVEN ANY AND MAPE
; TO LIVE IN SUB-HUMAN CONPITIONS. MANY PIED
|| AND MOST WERE DENIED A WAY TO COME BACK.

WHAT |5 THE N
POINT OF OUR
EDUCATION, IF WE \
ARE GOING TO BE
NARROW-MINDED?
WHAT USE 15 OUR

CAN'T USE IT

et
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WOMEN SHOULD A
GET TOGETHER AND / LET'S TAKE A T'M SURE YO
PRESSURISE THE DELEGATION TO CAN CONVINCE
BRITIoH, THE VICEROY!
YOU LEAD IT,
MEHERBAI.

SHE GAVE SLUCH A POWERFUL AND
MOVING SPEECH THAT THE VICEROY
GAVE THEM A POSITIVE RESPONSE.

4

& N o) )
THE PRACTICE WAS ABOLISHED BY THE
TJULY 1917 PEAPLINE THAT GANPHIJ!
HAD GIVEN. MEHRI'S DELEGATION WAS
THE FIRST TIME THAT INPIAN WOMEN
USED THEIR VOICE AS A GROUFR




MEHERBAI TATA

HER WAR EFFORTS CONTINUED TOO AND LATER, THAT SAME YEAR — /} ¥
IN 1919, A YEAR AFTER THE WAR ENPED — —— il
g PN ”YOU KNOW, AFTER (|
\ wEsIl - B THE WAR, IT'5 LIKE ALL OF
. Oigﬁ:gg‘; ou o B L5 HAVE GONE BACK TO

LAY MEHERBAL .- : OUR USUAL LIVES. THEN,
A P B S THERE WAS SUCH A SPIRIT

-. OF COMMITMENT AND OF

DOING GOOP.

R,
| ALMOST LIKE A
|L SISTERHOOT.

-~ EXACTLY! WE WERE
ALL IN IT TOGETHER AND
WE WORKED A5 ONE,
WITHOUT CONSIDERING OUR
DIFFERENCES. WHY SHOULD
WE 5TOP BECAUSE THERE
15 NO WAR?

MEHRI WAS NAMED COMMANDPER OF
THE BRITISH EMPIRE BY KING GEORGE V.

THIS THOUGHT LED THEM TO ESTABLISH THE WOMEN'S COUNCIL OF BOMBAY
PRESIPENCY. MEHRI WAé IT5 FOUNDPER MEMBER AND LATER PRESIPENT.

/ IT IS TIME THAT
THE WOMEN OF BOMBAY COME
TOGETHER AS ONE. IT FALLS UPON US,
i THE FORTUNATE FEW, TO LIFT OUR LESS
A PRIVILEGED SISTERS OUT OF THEIR

! HOWEVER. WE musT
BE CAREFUL NOT TO STEP ON
THE TOES OF OTHERS WHO ARE
ALREADY DOING GOOV WORK.
THEREFORE, WE MUST WORK WITH
A SPIRIT OF COOPERATION RATHER,

BECAUSE OF TH/é GUIPING PA’/NC/PLE, OTHER
ORGANISATIONS LIKE THE RED CROSS AND
GIRL GUIPES BEGAN COLLABORATING WITH THEM.
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ONE OF THEIR FIRST PROJECTS WAS A RESCUE HOME BY 1923, FORTY COUNCILS HAD BEEN
FOR DESTITUTE WOMEN AND CHILDPREN. FORMET. THIS GAVE MEHRI ANOTHER

e ~— _ -« | | ,7EA. one aFreRNCON IN ENGLAND —
S A N I WAS WONDERING

WHAT A . o IF WE SHOULD HAVE AN
WONDERFUL WAY YES, ANY WOMAN ORGANISATION UNDER WHICH
TO SUPPORT */ WHO NEEDS HELP CAN

SHELTER HERE. IT
DOESN'T MATTER WHO
SHE 15. HERE, THEY ALL

COULY COME TOGETHER. THEN
WE ALL KNOW WHAT THE OTHER
b 15 POING ANV CAN HELP

LIVE AS ONE. i, EACH OTHER.
-l & [
S o S
) o
i e U
b » sakals
i TN h \
o ¢ \ \;\\\ W\ v ?
Wil o F %-:& =
\1I' \\?i’#; e
f;'«n:’- \ ;;lu 2 y
N I i'“ | |
AV 14 i
4\)\ (. THE WORK THAT THEY DI, INSPIRED THE
__,_._.'__f._é SETTING UP OF MANY SLUCH WOMEN'S
S COUNCILS IN OTHER REGIONS OF INDIA.

HER CONSTANT TRAVELLING AND

EXPOSURE TO THE REST OF THE
WOPRLD HADV MAPE MEHRI START
THINKING IN INTERNATIONAL TERMS.

A5 A NATIONAL

WOMEN'S ORGANISATION,

WE WILL BE BETTER
EQUIPPED TO PRESENT /

OUR CASE TO -

THE WORLD_ =

WE ARE A NATION QN | anp sue Never Gave | -

OF 175 MILLION WOMEN.
UP HER PASSION FOR [
THE WORLD CANNOT I6NORE | | aovenriime ane srorr |-

US ANYMORE, AND NEITHER esom
SHOULD WE IGNORE THE

IN BETWEEN ALL THIS, SHE AlLSO

| FOLUND TIME TO CONTINLUE WITH

| HER DUTIES AS HOSTESS FOR THE
STEAPILY GROWING TATA EMPIKE...

IN 1912, WHEN THE ZEPPELIN VIKTORIA
LUISE WAS COMMISSIONETD, SHE BECAME
THE FIRST INPIAN WOMAN TO FLY IN IT/

THIS LED TO THE FORMATION OF THE
NATIONAL COLUNCIL OF WOMEN. MEHRI WAS
FPART OF THE COMMITTEE THAT PRAFTED
175 CONSTITUTION. SHE MAPE SLRE THAT
EVERY RELIGION, CASTE AND CLASS OF
INPIA WAS REFPRESENTED IN THE COUNCIL. §
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SHE WAS ALSO AMONG THE FIRST THERE WAS SOME PEBATE REGARPING
INPIAN WOMEN TO PRIVE HER OWN HER PRESS — RUBBISH! IF IT'S NOT

CAR AND BE FPART OF THE OLYMFPIC =
i z ~~ [ BOTHERING ME, WHY SHOULD IT
DELEGATION TO PARIS IN 1924/ BOTHER ANYONE ELSE? I LOVE

THE SAREE AND I'M PROUD TO
\ BE WEARING IT. PO I HAVE TO /&
GIVE LUP BEING AN INDIAN TO /

LAPY MEHERBAI TATA
7 WILL CUT AN IMPRESSIVE
FIGURE WHEN SHE PLAYS
WORLD CLASS TENNIS IN

NO ONE KNOW<S FOR SURE WHAT HAPPENED 1
BUT MEHRI PIP NOT PLAY IN THE OLYMPICS. =
r IR ——r 1

| " T —

SHE DIT;, HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO PLAY
TENNIS, WINNING MATCHES IN BAPEN-
BAPEN AND KISSINGEN, ALL THE WHILE
PRESSED IN HER SAREE. SHE ALS0O
WON THE TRIPLE CROWN THRICE IN THE
WESTERN INPIA TENNIS TOURNAMENT.

YES, BUT I AM
NOT SURE THE
RULES ALLOW THAT
ACTUALLY.

e

” ARE THEY GOING
TO LOSE THEIR
JOBS? THEY HAVE
FAMILIES, HOW WILL
THEY wavs

IN NOVEMBER THAT SAME YEAR, THERE
A DISTURBING TELEGKAM —

v

MEHRI, TISCO* 15 IN

TROUBLE. THERE 15
NO MONEY TO PAY THE
EMPLOYEES. :

I DON'T
KNOW HOW LONG
A THIS SITUATION WILL
\ LAST..IT couLp

IN JAPAN, COLUPLED WITH THE RISING PRICES
OF IRON AND POKAB’S EXTENSIVE PLANS FOR
EXFANSION HAD RESULTED IN EMPTY COFFERS.

*TATA IRON AND STEEL COMPANY (TISCO) IN TAMSHEDPLUR, NOW TATA STEEL
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WHEN 6HE RETURNED —
— -

HERE, MY
CONTRIBUTION
FOR OUR
EMPLOYEES.

”" '™ GOING TO
GIVE THEM ALL MY
PERSONAL WEALTH.

THAT MEANS WE WILL
HAVE VERY LITTLE
FOR A WHILE.

THIS 15 ALL

| YOUR JEWELLERY,
\ INCLUPDING...
INCLUPING....

MEHR| DISAPPEARET.

WITHOUT A SECOND
THOUGHT, MEHRI HAD
OFFERED ALL HER
JEWELLERY FOR

THE BENEFIT OF THE
EMPLOYEES. THE TWO
OF THEM MORTGAGED
ALL THEIR WEALTH
AND RAISEDV RUPEES
ONE CRORE TO BAIL
THE COMPANY AND IT5
EMPLOYEES OUT. IT
WOULD BE ANOTHER
SIX YEARS BEFORE
THEY COULDY RECOVER
THEIR FORTUNE.

YES, THE JUBILEE

PIAMONT. OF WHAT
USE 15 IT PORAB, IF IT
CAN'T BE OF HELP IN
TIMES OF NEET.

IN 1926, ALL THE WOMENS’ ORGANISATIONS CAME TOGETHER FOR A NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF
WOMEN IN PUNE. IT WAS HEAPED BY MARGARET COUSINS, A GREAT SLUPPORTER OF INPIAN WOMEN.
DURING A DI5CUSSION WITH HER AND SAROJINI NAIDU* — [

YOuU KNOW, ALL N THE BIGGEST EVIL
THE WORK WE DO COMES TO '\, /15 CHILD MARRIAGE. WHEN
NOTHING BECAUSE WE ARE |l GIRLS ARE MARRIED 50
ONLY 50LVING PROBLEMS, NOT YOUNG, THEY HAVE NO TIME
LOOKING FOR PERMANENT OR EXPOSURE TO QUESTION
SOLUTIONS. OR CORRECT THEIR
- N SITUATION.

TRUE. THEIR
EDUCATION 5TOPS WHEN
THEY GET MARRIET.
AFTER THAT, THEIR LIFE 15
AN UPHILL BATTLE.

*SAROJINI NAIDU WAS A FREEPOM FIGHTER AND
ONE OF INPIA'S FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS ACTIVISTS. 18
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YES, THERE
SHOULD BE A LAW.
THE MINIMUM AGE FOR
MARRIAGE MUST BE
RAISED BY LAW.

WE SHOULD
CAMPAIGN
AGAINST EARLY
MARRIAGE.

MORE THAN THAT,
WE SHOULY MAKE IT
ILLEGAL FOR GIRLS
TO BE MARRIEV 50

THE CONFERENCE FASSED A
RESOLUTION THAT THE MINIMUM
AGE MUST BE FIXED BY
LEGISLATION. THIS LED TO THE
FRAMING OF THE SARDA BILL*.

BY 1927, THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN HAD BECOME
A WELI-RESPECTED ORGANISATION THAT WAS POING
REMARKA

INDIAN WOMEN \"
7 SHOULD NOW BE REPRESENTE
ON THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT.

WOMEN ALL OVER THE WORLD ARE
RAISING THEIR VOICES TO BE HEART.
WE SHOULD JOIN THEM AND LET
THEM KNOW ABOUT OUR
PARTICULAR STRUGGLES.

WITH THAT IN MIND, MEHRI LED A U= ALL OF MEHRI'S TRAVELLING AND EXPOSLRE

CONTINGENT OF INDIAN WOMEN J vy 1P f“ \ i TO THE OUTSIPE WORLD CAME IN HANDY
LAY WHEN SHE REPRESENTED INDIA AT THE

CONFERENCE IN GENEVA. THERE — | [l Vel e CONFERENCE

i

LADY TATA. I
HEAR SHE |15

AS INTELLIGENT bl women's work [ SYMPATHETIC

IN DIFFERENT TO ALL OUR
\ COLLECTIVE

N\ TROUBLES.

*THE SARDA BILL WAS INTRODLCED BY RAl SAHIB HARBILAS SARDA IN
1927. IT WAS ORIGINALLY CALLED THE HINPU CHILD MARKIAGE BILL.
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1927 WAS A YEAR OF TRAVEL FOR MEHRI. BESIDES GENEVA, SHE TRAVELLED WITH DORAB TO THE LNITED [}-
STATES. THEY WERE HONOURED El VEPYWHEPE THEY WENT AND EVEN /NV/TEV TO THE WHITE HOUSE TO
MEET PRESIPENT COOLIPGE. [ = . SR —

SEe—— :_t_::[/ =

MEHRI WAS ALSO ASKED TO TALK ABOUT INPIA AT BATTLE CREEK ' 7
COLLEGEX*. SHE LUSED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO TALK ABOUT INDIAN
WOMEN AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SARPA BILL. [

P B N7 g : AN
AL Ay e et
{ - B I HOPE
: THE WOMEN OF

INDIA WILL ONE
DAY RECEIVE AS
MUCH FREEDOM
AND EDUCATION

AS YOU. THE
TWO GREATEST
NEEDS IN INDIA
TODAY ARE THE
NEED TO EDUCATE
MEN ABOUT THE
NEED TO EDUCATE
WOMEN AND THEN
TO EDUCATE BOTH
MEN AND WOMEN

IN THE SCIENCE

OF BRINGING
UP CHILDREN
PROPERLY AND
BUILDING THEIR
T = CHARACTER.

WE ARE FIGHTING 2
THESE DAYS TO CONVERT \
A BILL INTO A LAW THAT
WILL FIX A MINIMUM ok
AGE FOR GIRLS TO GET Lo+
MARRIED. w

NO COUNTRY EXCEPT :
INPIA HAS SUCH A POPULATION
OF CHILD WIPOWS WHO ARE NOT
ALLOWED TO REMARRY. SOME OF
THE WIPOWETD ARE EVEN BABIES
OF 8 TO 10 MONTHS.

IF WOMEN GET
MARRIED LATER, THEY WILL
HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO GET
EDUCATED. THEY WILL HAVE MORE
CONTROL OVER THEIR OWN LIVES

1 * R g
- el o gl -t ]

*NOW ANDPREWS LINIVERSITY
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MEHERBAI TATA

BACK HOME IN INPIA, MEHR| THREW HERSELF FULLY INTO SUPPORTING THE SARDA

BILL*. THEY MET POLITICIANS LIKE MOTILAL NEHRU TO ASK FOR éLIPPOPf AND 67’007

OUTSIPE THEIR OFFICES WITH PLACARDS! [

IF You

OPPOéE THE SARDA
BILL, MOTILAL JI,
THE WORLD WILL

LAUGH AT YOU.

EVEN THOUGH THESE WEPE ALL PEOPLE THAT SHE KNEW, MEHR!I PID
NOT HESITATE TO FIGHT FOR WHAT SHE THOUGHT WAS A JUST CALSE.

THEY ALS0 APPEALED TO MAHATMA GANDHI.

EVENTLALLY, THEY SLICCEEPET, IN 1929,
2 THE SARDA BILL BECAME A LAW.
IF YOU SPEAK
ABOUT THE EVILS OF HUIRRAH! NOW WHAT ABOUT !
CHILD MARRIAGE, PEOPLE GIRLS CAN'T GET BOYS? CAN THEY )
WILL LISTEN TO YOU. MARRIED BEFORE

GET MARRIED
i THE AGE OF 14! BEFORE 14?
oS

-

r ( THIS 15
MUCH, BUT NOT

ENOUGH.

HA HA! VERY
FUNNY, PORAB. THE
MINIMUM AGE FOR
BOYS HAS BEEN
IXED AT 18.

TH/‘S WAS THE FIRST SOCIAL REFORM /%HE TAKEN UP BY
WOMEN IN INPIA. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME THEY PUSHED FOR
A LAW AND PLAYED A PART IN THE POLITICS OF THE COLUNTRY.

XOFFICIALLY KNOWN A% THE CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT ACT




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

MEHR! WAS ALREADY THINKING AHEAD — BY 1929, MEHRI WAS THE PRESIDENT
- OF THE WOMENS’ COLINCIL. FLILLY .
NOW WE SHOULD
HAVE MOPe et m oY airls 50 CHARGED AND READY TO PO A MILLION |
THAT THEY ALL GET THE EDLICATION THEY THINGS AT ONCE, HER LIFE SLPPENLY
| | roox 4 sTRanGE TuRN. SHE BEGAN TO |

PESERVE. WE WILL AL50 NEETV WOMEN
TEACHERS AND TRAINING COLLEGES FOR
WOMEN. LET'S GET TO WORK!

FEEL LINWELL. 5 1y

: THE RESCUE HOME
NEEDS REPAIRS. THERE ARE
50 MANY WOMEN LIVING
THERE NOW, WE NEED A

BIGGER, PERMANENT HOME
FOR THEM.

IGNORING THE FACT THAT SHE WAS
NOT FEELING WELL, MEHR| PUSHED ON.

I CAN ORGANISE
A FETE. I'M SURE
PEOPLE WILL SPEND
MONEY TO HAVE A GOOD
TIME AND WE CAN USE
THE MONEY TO REPAIR
THE RESCUE HOME.

YES..OUST A
LITTLE DIZZY. YOU'RE
RIGHT, WE NEEV TO
\ RAISE FUNDS FOR THE
RESCUE HOME.
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MEHERBAI TATA

SUCH WAS HER GENEROSITY THAT SHE ORGANISED THE
FETE IN HER OWN HOME. ALL OF BOMBAY TURNED UR IF
ONLY FOR THE CHANCE TO VISIT THAT SPLENDIV HOUSE.

—

e Tf*"‘\_' -

THE HOUSE 15
50 FULL OF
ART ANV OTHER
TREASURES.

MEHRI 15
WELCOMING EACH AND
EVERY PERSON. SHE ONLY
SEES THE HUMANITY OF
PEOPLE AND NOT THEIR
SOCIAL STATUS.

i

THAT SAME YEAR, BOMBAY WAS
SHAKEN BY A SERIES OF RIOTS. THE [© - -
WOMEN’S COUNCIL RUSHED TO HELR

35,000 RUPEES!

WE CAN EVEN GET A \ -/ THERE ARE AREAS ‘\,
BRAND NEW BUILPVING WHERE NO FOOPD 15 -
WITH THIS MONEY! ' AVAILABLE. FAMILIES —
ARE GOING HUNGRY.

IT'S TERRIBLE. N
/ THE HOSPITALS
ARE FULL, MEDICAL
SUPPLIES ARE i
RUNNING oUT. A4 |

=] S0 THEY GOT A NEW RESCLE
HOME AND HAD ENOLGH MONEY
LEFT TO START AN ENPOWMENT

FUND FOR DPESTITUTE WOMEN.
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

HERE, MEDICINES, U

BUT WHAT
TOWELS... WHATEVER I

ABOUT FOOD?

COULD FIND IN MY HOUSE.) [ wow 7o WE GET
THE REST WE CAN BLIY.
I WILL PAY FOR THEM IF,
NEEDED.

THAT TO THE
PEOPLE?

A FEW HOURS LATER, MEHRI WAS AT THE MAYOR'S
OFFICE WITH MEMBERS OF THE WOMEN'S COLUNCIL. ||

; ..WE JusT
You ARE f \ / o NEEVD YOUR
PROPOSING TO D) f PERMISSION.
SELL VEGETABLES =
IN THESE AREAS?

YES, AT COST PRICE.
THESE PEOPLE ARE NOT
BEGGARS, THEY HAVE PIGNITY
AND THE MONEY CAN BE USED
FOR MEPDICAL SUPPLIES. THE

BUT...BUT... YoU
ARE LADIES! HOW
WILL IT LOOK?
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MEHERBAI TATA

HOW CAN =
YOU LADIES SELL
— VEGETABLES? IT

—{& WILL NOT LoOK

GRACEFUL!? IS5 N
| THIS THE TIME TO
WORRY ABOUT

MR MAYOR, WE
JUST NEEV YOUR

PERMISSION. WE ARE
HERE TO BE USEFUL,

NOT GRACEFUL.

25

PERMISSION WAS EVENTUALLY GIVEN. THE
VEGETABLES WERE SOLDV AND THE MONEY
COLLECTED WAS GIVEN TO HOSPITALS, TO
THE RED CRO%% AND TO THE SEPOYS WHO
WERE KEEPING PEACE IN RIOT-TORN AREAS.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

BY 1930, MEHRI WAS BEGINNING TO GET LINWELL
VERY OFTEN. PORAB WAS WORKIED —

THERE ARE
OTHER PEOPLE
WHO CAN PO YOUR [
WORK. YOU NEED /i
TO REST. -

ME DO THIS
FIRST.

THE ALL INDPIA WOMEN'S CONFERENCE
WAS TO BE HELD IN BOMBAY THAT YEAK...

AND MEHRI WAS THE CHAIRPERSON [ —
OF THE RECEPTION COMMITTEE. S

I'VE MADE A SCHEDULE ||
...NOW WE NEED

OF WHO 15 ARRIVING
WHEN AND WHO WILL , TO PLAN WHAT THEY WILL

PICK THEM UF..

OVER 250 WOMEN PELEGATES WERE : 7
ARRIVING IN BOMBAY FOR THE CONFERENCE. [

MEHRI MAPE SLRE EVERY ONE OF THEM
WAS TAKEN CARE OF AFTER THE EVENT —

— SPLENDID, =
= —==7 MEHERBAI! THIS
=== WAS ONE OF OUR —r—
MOST SUCCESSFUL
ALL OF THEM “CONFERENCES,

HAVE WORKED 50
HARTD, MRS NAIDU...
WE OWE THEM THIS
MUCH.

0

v/ HESITATE TO HELP ANYONE, \|
MEHERBAI. YOU WORK HARPVER
THAN MOST OTHERS, EVEN
THOUGH YOUR OWN SOCIAL
PUTIES ARE ENORMOUS.

, )I>

IT GIVES ME GREAT :
HAPPINESS AND SATISFACTION
TO FORGET MYSELF AND THINK
OF OTHERS, TO SACRIFICE
PERSONAL COMFORT, ANV TO
GIVE FREELY ANU GENEROUSLY,

BUT WISELY.

A




MEHERBAI TATA

e ——— S IF WE CAN
; : y LEARN THE RIGHT
VALUES AND INSTIL
{ THEM IN THE NEXT
GENERATION ANV THEN
THE NEXT, WE CAN
GROW INTO A NATION
OF HELPFUL PEOPLE
FREE OF PREJUDICE,
IGNORANCE AND
SUPERSTITION.

SERVICE TO OTHERS
/ WIPENS OUR OUTLOOK,
ENLARGES OUR SYMPATHIES,
AND BRINGS OUT ALL THAT
15 HUMAN AND GOOPD IN US.

\ TRUE EDUCATION MEANS
CHARACTER BUILDVING.

:‘l‘.\l&"' h 1) :r//t.
L4 75R %Y g

I AM FULLY CONVINCED THAT WOMEN
CAN EXERCISE GREAT INFLUENCE IN
PUBLIC LIFE, PROVIPED THEY HAVE THE
POSITION ANV THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN
PUBLIC AFFAIRS. WHEN WOMEN TAKE
THEIR JUST SHARE IN THE AFFAIRS OF
THEIR COUNTRY, IT WILL RISE TO BE ONE
\ OF THE GREAT NATIONS OF THE WORLD
AND 50 IT WILL NOW BE WITH INDIA.

REALLY! I HAD "\
NO IPEA INDIAN

WOMEN COULP BE

IN THE SUMMER OF 1930, MEHRBAI LED ANOTHER PELEGATION
OF INDIAN WOMEN TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF
WOMEN, THIS TIME IN VIENNA. HERE SHE MAPE NO BONES

THAT WAS \ = ©
FORCEFUL! )| .+ |

FACE OF INPIAN WOMEN INTERNATIONALLY.
PEOPLE FORMED THEIR IMPRESSION OF
THE MOPERN INPIAN WOMAN FROM HER
IMPACTFLIL SPEECH AND WISE TOLEKANCE.
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

BUT SHE WAS STILL
TRYING TO PO A5
MUCH AS SHE COULT.

BY NOW, THERE WAS NO PENYING THAT MEHRI WAS QUITE ILL.

\n

= -
s J:J ~— L
'\:\\._ - —_—
cSeml/: -
- Y =
oy

WE SHOULD SEND

/ SOME YOUNG LAPIES TO STUPY \

ABROAD. IF THEY CAN SEE WHAT
WOMEN THERE ARE TDOING IN
PUBLIC HEALTH, SANITATION AND
INFANT WELFARE, THEY COULP

= | B 1 ¥ P I .. i
i T i K i - | (A . i ‘{ g ... \: {
,'j [” : L ; 1 i! — - . '\ .!! i ‘
1/ B T i §
. _’.‘ —" o 1:.. i 7
i A 3 "_;f;; e
€ ~ e
e 2 7
4 \&= —-—— v

—_— MEHR! WAVED AN
ARM AROLIND HER —

IF WE HAVE FEWER SOCIAL

GATHERINGS, THERE WOLLD BE
MONEY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS! THINK
o TEACH T TO OEiERS WHEN 41\ HOW MUCH THOSE LESSONS COULD
o e ] T - = BENEFIT FUTURE GENERATIONS.
2 z
2 F 3 g
4 =
S _}/ | —Tr N
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COME ON, ¢/ .Y 227
MEHR!... WHERE 3 \ . %
ARE WE GOING TO 7 \\' ) '
GET THE MONEY 8 2 :
FOR THAT! w7 |
% = ik 2
| __",-:___:-'(". P = I <A %
MEHRI HAD MANY IPEAS TO HELP WOMEN, BUT — | e A M = e — N B 157
i e Fl i = i i T YR
IS THAT LADY X | - . (s v = - il fs - A
Z 1 RN SHE HAS 7= :
R o |2 R LELUKAEMIAX BUT f 2 A N i = 2\
SHE'S A SHADO ! ; W 1) == :
SHE WON'T 5TOP Z - S
OF HER FORMER 2 WORKING l.t % e ":ff__
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*LELIKAEMIA 15 A CANCER OF THE BLOOPD CELLS.
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MEHERBAI TATA

IN APRIL 1931, MEHRI WAS TAKEN TO A NURSING — | | sHE NEVER RETLIRNETD LADY MEHERBAI TATA DIED
HOME IN RUTHIN, NORTH WALES, FOR TREATMENT. ON 18 JLINE, 1931. ‘5H WAS 52 YEARS OLT

....AND FINALLY,
TELL MY SISTERS
THAT I WILL BE
BACK SOON.

/B

TILL THE VERY ENID, SHE WAS MAKING PLANS
FOR THE LIBERATION OF INPIAN WOMEN.
THOUGH SERIOUSLY ILL, SHE HAD ACCESS
TO THE BEST TREATMENT AND DPOCTORS, S0
| NOBODY REALLY ANTICIPATED HER PEATH.

WOMEN IN INPIA AND ABROAD WERE IN SHOCK. ACROSS THE WORLE, COUNTLESS MEMORIAL

MEETINGS WERE HELY, WHERE HER PEATH WAS MOURNED BUT SHE WAS CELEBKATELD SHE WAS

ROBUST,

SHE WAS g

SHE WAS A ADMIRABLY FITTED TO DIRECT,
PLAY THE PART OF STEADY AND
RESOLUTE OF

WELL OF HOPE :
AND COURAGE. SHE ; ! | INDIA’S REPRESENTATIVE
RESTORED ONE'S v | | W/ A
_ /' \ TO WOMEN OF OTHER
FAITH IN LIFE AND / & WA il - Y COUNTRIES
HUMANITY, & \ i

PURPOSE.

SHE HAD
GREAT FORCE
OF CHARACTER
COMBINED WITH
REAL KINDNESS
AND SINGULAR
GRACIOUSNESS
OF MANNER.

4
Y~ SHE HAD THE
OUTLOOK OF A GOOD
TENNIS PLAYER —A
DIRECTNESS OF AlM
AND FAIR PLAY.

' =

HER GUIPING
PRINCIPLE WAS A
LOVE FOR WHAT

NEVER SWERVED
i FROM IT.

SHE WAS

THE SPOKESWOMAN

FOR INPIAN WOMEN
INTERNATIONALLY.
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

MEHRI'S ASHES WERE PLACED NEXT TO HER HER LOVING HUSBAND POKAB WAS PEVASTATED
FATHER-IN-LAW AT BROOKWOOT CEMETERY HE HAD GIVEN HER EVERY ENCOURAGEMENT AND
IN ENGLAND, A BEAUTIFUL MAUSOLELM IN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE USE OF ALL HER GIFTS OF
THE OLD PERSIAN STYLE WAS ESPECIALLY MIND AND HEART AND WEALTH. [ o=
BUILT FOR HER WITH AN EPITAPH THAT TRIED R

TO ENCAPSLLATE HER LIFE. | |

SMRED TO THE MEMORY OF
LADY TATA (MEHRI'C.B. E.
BORN, BOMBAY. 10 OCT 1879, e
Dl:n RUTHIN, NORTH WALES. IBJUN1931. ~

£ OF Sm DORAB TATA WHOM SHE _
YEARS OF HAFPY

i TA HWH]’A. MMRJISHM
CHTS. COOD WORDS, COOD PELDS)
SHK DIED AS SHE HAD LIVED WORKINC NO FOR
THl (LISE OF WOMEN AND FOR THE COUNTRY
WICH !;HE LOVED IND SERVED SO WELL.
ASON FIRM THE TEMPERATE WiLL,

nrmmc FORESICHT. STRENCTH AND SKILL:

A PERFICT WOMAN, NOBLY namn

To H’Ali‘. To CWMI' AND COMMANDT

Wiy flay AlAdL T e
i ’i‘.m"“‘ ““ ‘:ﬂ‘ LESS THAN A YEAR AFTER MEHRI'S
- 30 j =| DEATH, HE TOO FASSED AWAY ON HIS
fr, | way 10 visIT HER MALUSOLELIM. IT
i | BECAME HI5 FINAL RESTING PLACE.
BUT BEFORE HI5 DEATH, DORAB MADE SLRE THAT BUT MOST SIGNIFICANTLY, PORAB
MEHRI'S LIFE'S WORK WOLLD CONTINUE. IN 1932, HE GAVE UP ALL THEIR WEALTH—
SET UP THE LADY MEHERBAI D TATA EDUCATION TRUST EVERYTHING, INCLUPING LAND,
FOR TRAINING WOMEN IN HYGIENE, HEALTH AND SOCIAL | . PROPERTY ANV THE JUBILEE
WELFARE. IT ALSO GAVE SCHOLARSHIPS TO YOLING PIAMOND —AND PUT IT INTO A TRUST.
INDIAN WOMEN WHO WANTED TO STUDY ABROAD S
g OUR MONEY SHOULD BE

USED TO IMPROVE LEARNING
AND RESEARCH IN INDIA. IT
SHOULD BE ABLE TO BRING
COMFORT TO PEOPLE WITHOUT
ANY PDISTINCTION OF PLACE, [/ |
NATIONALITY OR CREET.

HE AlLSO SET UP THE LADPY TATA MEMORIAL
TRUST FOR RESEARCH INTO DISEASES OF
THE BLOOT, ESPECIALLY LELKAEMIA AND
FOR RESEARCH INTO WAYS TO REPUCE
SUFFERING CALUSED BY OTHER DISEASES.
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA

THE TRUST CAME TO BE KNOWN AS THE SIR PORABJ! TATA TRUST. WITH RUPEES ONE CRORE KAISED IN 1932,
IT WAS POS5IBLY THE LARGEST ENPOWMENT EVER. FOCUSING ON SCHOOLS, EPUCATION, HOSPITALS AND

RESEARCH, SOME OF THE DIRECT RESULTS OF THE TRIUST FLIND ARE — o -
[ Sudn ' T _ \‘%'/ r— -
- - - 3 ,;:\,\k“ e T e - \ ‘_.. 1 = I_'-
smg'h N 1“ > - '
= = A - -
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1 AN s A
N o, il - \
= i —— z 2
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il s g I T TATA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
TATA INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES S W “\u.____ ~= [
: —=y . ~ = /5
., & : \"“\_‘
Sy — i
\\\.l\“ AL ' Wfﬁ‘u—-
— —
s - TATA INSTITUTE OF FLINPAMENTAL RESEARCH | 1
THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT IN
INDIA SUFFERED A GRAVE ===~ LEADING FIGURES OF THE __
LO%% FOR THERE WAS NO T WOMEN S MOVEMENT IN INDIA
ONE LIKE MEHRI WHO COULD / -

BE PIRECT OF SPEECH BUT
GRACIOUS OF SPIRIT

A SHORT-LIVED BUT SPIRITED
VOICE SEEKING CHANGE,
MEHR! INSPIRED WOMEN TO
VALUE THEMSELVES AND THEIR
CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIETY.
LATER, INPIAN WOMEN
PROGRESSED SLBSTANTIALLY.
THEIR FARTICIFATION IN THE
FREEDOM MOVEMENT, ACCESS
TO EDUCATION AND VOTING
RIGHTS GAVE THEM A VOICE
AND AN IPENTITY.

AND RESEARCH CENTRES IN
HER NAME, IT 15 PERHAPS A ,
THE MODERN INDIAN WOMAN . TG A
WHO 15 THE LIVING MEMORIAL ; il
7O THE LIFE AND WORK OF : - _ d
LADY MEHERBAI TATA. e W / 4 /A o \
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MEHERBAI TATA

“A woman has the power to shape her family’s future. She has the power
to instil the right values and mould entire generations, building a nation of
people free of ignorance, superstition and prejudice.”

Lady Meherbai Tata strongly believed that women could do this and more.
For that they needed education and a voice and she was determined to
provide both.

Tirelessly campaigning for women'’s education and using her own voice

to raise awareness, Meherbai’s wisdom and courage made her the
international face of the modern Indian woman. Her bird’s eye view of
society led her to challenge child marriage in the early 20th century and
create avenues for women to study, gain experience and themselves
become instruments of change. Generous, practical, kind, and inclusive,
her empathy and understanding helped her bridge the gap between

the rich and the poor. Women from all sections of society trusted her to
advocate for them.

Married into the wealthy and influential Tata family, she used her resources
to instil a sense of value and self-worth in women. She, successfully, carved
a path that helped Indian women discover themselves and establish their
identity and place in society.




