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Meherbai tata
CHAMPION OF WOMEN’S CAUSES

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

India, in the late 19th century, was a land of struggle. With
British rule draining the country’s resources and India’s own
internal strife, there were few opportunities for its people.

HOWEVER, there was one small community that managed to adapt and
fashion a life that was progressive and FLOURISHING - THE ParsiS.
Much like their ancestors, who had fled Persia to settle
down in India and had mingled with Indians like sugar
in MILK, the PARSIS, in the late 1800s, connected with
Indians and British alike and lived peacefully with both.

ACCORDING TO LEGEND, THE LEADER OF THE FIRST PARSIS, WHO
LANDED IN SANJAN, VOWED TO THE RULER OF THE LAND THAT THEY
WOULD MERGE WITH INDIA JUST LIKE SUGAR DISSOLVED IN MILK.
This map is a generalized illustration only, and is not intended to be used for reference purposes. The
representation of political boundaries and the names of geographical features do not necessarily reflect
the position of the Government of India on international issues of recognition, sovereignty, jurisdiction.

MEHERBAI TATA

Lady Meherbai Tata was one such Parsi woman
who lived a life of wealth and privilege. But
instead of living in an ivory tower, cut off
from the reality that was India, she used
her blessings to empower and UPLIFT PEOPLE.
With remarkable foresight, wisdom and
compassion, she worked hard to give Indian
women their rightful place in society.

MEHERBAI was born on 10 October,
1879. Her father, Hormusji Jehangir
Bhabha, was educated in England and
was a liberal thinker and educator
who went on to become the Inspector
General of Education of Mysore State*.
Hormusji named his baby girl, Mary.
*NOW A PART OF PRESENT-DAY KARNATAKA

3

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

When Mary was three, the family moved
to Bangalore*. She was educated at home
in Gujarati and English and then sent to
Bishop Cotton School. When she was five All my
friends have
Indian names.
Why is my name
Mary?

Mummy,
we are not
English, are
we?
No, of
course not.
We are Parsi
Indians.

Though very young, her
name troubled Mary…

...Until ???

This is
how I’m going
to spell my name,
Daddy. I want to
be called Mehri^,
not Mary.

*NOW BENGALURU
^Mehri is a Persian word meaning kind and compassionate.

But…
but!

MEHERBAI TATA

I am Indian,
my name should
be Indian too.

Around this time, the family moved to Mysore*.
Growing up in a charmed circle of Europeans
and influential Indians associated with the
royal family of Mysore, Mehri had a childhood
unlike other girls of the time.

Her father, secretly
proud, gave in And a
determined Mary came
to be known as MEHRI,
or Meher Bhabha.

She was being educated, allowed to play
games and most importantly, to think freely.

MEHRI was a sensitive child who observed things around her and formed
her opinions independently. Even seemingly trivial incidents had a great
influence on her. One day, when she was eight years old Here,
Mehri, have
some cake.

Mehri was playing with her neighbours in their garden.
*now mysuru
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Turn!
Turn!

HEE HEE!
After a while TCHAH!
Boring!

!?

I want
to play
something
else.
I’ll bring
my dolls!
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He’s going
to get into
trouble!

What
is he
doing!?

Just then -

thief! I’ll
whack you!

Ay! What
are you
doing?

It isn’t
his fault.
You threw it
away.
Huh?

Stop! What’s
happening?

7

He stole
my toy. I’m
going to
beat him!
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You are better than that, my
son. You have so many toys.
Think of Munuswamy. He has
none. Don’t you think he
would like toys as
much as you?

Mehri watched as the mother gently
calmed her son down and reminded him
of all the good qualities inside him.
How
sweetly and wisely
she is talking to him.
She has rescued them
both from anger
and fear.

sob!
sob!

Munuswamy was THE GARDENER’S SON.
In a little while Here…
you want
it?

While other girls of her age grew up
in cloistered environments, Mehri was
encouraged to follow her interests.
She studied science
and languages, became
a sportswoman and an
accomplished pianist.

Both boys went on to become friends.
Mehri never forgot this small incident.
It was to shape her thoughts about the
influence of wise and educated women.
8
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The noted industrialist, Jamsetji Tata, was
a friend of her father’s AND HAD BEEN
VISITING THEM FROM TIME TO TIME.
I’m
home!

As time went by, Jamsetji’s affection for
Mehri grew. When she was about 18 She will
make a perfect
match for
my elder son
Dorab.

What a
happy and
spirited girl
she is!

on 14 February, 1898, 19-year-old Mehri Bhabha was
married to Dorabji Tata, 20 years her senior.

The twenty-year age gap was not
uncommon for those times. For
Mehri and Dorab, it hardly seemed
to matter, so complementary were
they to each other.

They were both avid
travellers, sports people
and VERY KIND AT HEART.
9
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One day in 1900 Close your
eyes, I have
something for
you.

Uhhhhh!
What
is it?

It was the Jubilee
Diamond*. The biggest
diamond in the world
at that time and he
had bought it for her!
I’m travelling,
entertaining and playing
sports to my heart’s
content! I have a loving
family and a doting
husband…what more
could I want?

The answer? Nothing For herself, at least. But
Mehri REALISED that she had resources at her
disposal which could be USED MEANINGFULLY.
I have so
much and most women
have nothing. I’D LIKE TO
CONTRIBUTE IN SOME WAY
TO THEIR WELFARE.

What
would you
like to do?

*THE 245.35 CARAT DIAMOND WAS SO NAMED TO HONOUR THE
60th YEAR JUBILEE OF QUEEN VICTORIA’S CORONATION.
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Mehri had never forgotten the childhood incident
with Munuswamy, and now she shared it with DORAB.
I think it
is important
to educate
women.
An educated
woman contributes
greatly to her child’s
life. When the soil is
prepared, the seed
will grow.
I’m sure
my two childhood
friends grew into kind,
remarkable people
because they had such
a wise mother.

There is a small
school nearby. Why
don’t you take it over
and convert it into
a model school for
women? You could put
all your ideas into
practice.

Oh! I’ll make sure
that the women who
study there also play games.
Women must be out in the
sun and the air. If their
bodies are healthy, their
minds will be too.
This was a time when women hardly
ever left their homes. So what Mehri
was suggesting was revolutionary.
Schools leave
Mehri hired an expert from England to study the
no scope for actual
ground reality of women’s education in India.
mental and physical
I don’t want
growth.
The situation is
the school to just prepare
terrible. No one wants
girls for examinations. It must
to let their girls go
build their characters, Instil in
out of the house. Even
them a spirit of service. Make
primary education is
them thinkers and leaders
impossible for
instead of rote
most.
learners.

Hmm…that means
that the men need to be
educated first. We must
convince them that it
is beneficial to them if
women study.
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JAMSETJI was finally taken to Bad Nauheim
in Germany for treatment and rest. But by
May that year, it was clear that he was
not going to survive.

By early 1904, Mehri’s father-in-law
Jamsetji was falling ill very often.
Here,
have your
medicines.

He’s losing
consciousness.
We must send for
his family.

He
listens
only to
you.

It took Dorab and Mehri a few days to
reach him. Jamsetji kept flitting in and
out of consciousness but he fought
to stay alive until -

With Jamsetji gone, it fell to his sons to REALISE all
his dreams. Dorab threw himself into work and within
a few years An institute for
higher education in science
and engineering*, iron
and steel production^,
hydroelectric power**…how
proud your father would be
of you, DORAB!

Oh…where
were you?
Where were
you?
Mehri’s nephew, THE NUCLEAR PHYSICIST
Homi Bhabha, would go on to become an
important part of the science institute.
These words to Mehri, filled with
love for her, were Jamsetji’s last.
He lost consciousness soon after
and passed away the next morning.
*INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE, BENGALURU
^TATA IRON AND STEEL COMPANY, NOW TATA STEEL

HOMI BHABHA’S BROTHER, JAMSHED,
ESTABLISHED THE NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
PERFORMING ARTS IN bOMBAY^^.
12

**NOW CALLED TATA POWER
^^now mumbai
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In 1914, the war that would come to be known as World War I started.
Desperate to help, Mehri started meeting other women and taking part
in FUNDRAISING activities. It was here that she found she had a voice.

Ladies, we must
remember that we are
human first. Religion,
race, class don’t matter.
If you are going to be
selective about whom
you help…you are not
helping at all.

What is the
point of our
education, if we
are going to be
narrow-minded?
What use is our
privilege if we
can’t use it
for good?

By 1917, Mehri was completely
involved in trying to make life
better for the less fortunate.
Gandhiji has
been talking about
the plight of Indians
who are going to other
countries as indentured
labour.

Yes, he has
given the
British an
ultimatum that
the practice
must stop.
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By then, slavery had been abolished.
Instead, poor Indians were being
taken to foreign lands by the
shipload for hard manual labour.
They were promised money for their
work but were hardly given any and made
to live in sub-human conditions. Many died
and most were denied a way to come back.
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Women should
get together and
PRESSURISE the
British.

Let’s take a
delegation to
the Viceroy!
You lead it,
Meherbai.

I’m sure you
can convince
him.

I don’t know
about that but he
can’t refuse to
hear us out.

She gave such a POWERFUL AND
MOVING speech that the Viceroy
gave them a positive response.

So, Mehri led a contingent of women to
meet the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford.

The practice was abolished by the
July 1917 deadline that Gandhiji
had given. Mehri’s delegation was
the first time that Indian women
used their voice as a group.
14
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Her war efforts continued too and
in 1919, a year after the war ended -

Later, that same year You know, after
the war, it’s like all of
us have gone back to
our usual lives. THEN,
THERE was such a spirit
of commitment and of
doing good.

I hereby
pronounce you,
Lady Meherbai
Tata, C.B.E.

Yes,
almost like a
sisterhood.
Exactly! We were
all in it together and
we worked as one,
without considering our
differences. Why should
we stop because there
is no war?

Mehri was named Commander of
the British Empire by King George V.
This thought led them to establish the Women’s Council of Bombay
PRESIDENCY. Mehri was its founder member and later President.
It is time that
the women of Bombay come
together as one. It falls upon us,
the fortunate few, to lift our less
privileged sisters out of their
misery and give them dignity and
respect in society.

However, we must
be careful not to step on
the toes of others who are
already doing good work.
Therefore, we must work with
a spirit of cooperation rather
than one-upmanship.

Because of this guiding principle, other
ORGANISATIONS like the Red Cross and
Girl Guides began collaborating with them.
15

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

One of their first projects was a Rescue Home
for destitute women and children.
What a
wonderful way
to support
WOMEN!

YES, Any woman
who needs help can
shelter here. It
doesn’t matter who
she is. HERE, they all
live as one.

By 1923, forty councils had been
formed. This gave Mehri another
idea. One afternoon in England I was wondering
if we should have an
ORGANISATION under which
all these different councils
could come together. Then
we all know what the other
is doing and can help
each other.

The work that they did, inspired the
setting up of many such Women’s
Councils in other regions of India.
As a national
In between all this, she also
women’s ORGANISATION,
found time to continue with
we will be better
her duties as hostess for the
equipped to present
steadily growing Tata EMPIRE...
our case to
the world.
We are a nation
...AND she never gave
of 175 million women.
up her passion for
The world cannot ignore adventure and sport.
us anymore, and neither
should we ignore the
world!

Her constant travelling and
exposure to the rest of the
world had made Mehri start
thinking in international terms.

In 1912, when the Zeppelin VIKTORIA
LUISE was commissioned, she became
the first Indian woman to fly in it!

This led to the formation of the
National Council of Women. Mehri was
part of the committee that drafted
its constitution. She made sure that
every religion, caste and class of
India was represented in the council.
16
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She was also among the first
Indian women to drive her own
car AND BE PART OF THE OLYMPIC
DELEGATION TO PARIS IN 1924!
Lady Meherbai Tata
will cut an impressive
figure when she plays
world class tennis in
Indian garb.

Yes, but I am
not sure the
rules allow that
actually.

There was some debate regarding
her dress RUBBISH! If it’s not
bothering me, why should it
bother anyone else? I love
the saree and I’m proud to
be wearing it. Do I have to
give up being an Indian to
play a western
sport?

No one knows for sure what happened
but Mehri did not play in the Olympics.
She did, however, continue to play
tennis, winning matches in BadenBaden and Kissingen, all the while
dressed in her saree. She also
won the Triple Crown thrice in the
Western India Tennis Tournament.

In November that same year, there came
a disturbing telegram Mehri, TISCO* is in
trouble. There is
no money to pay the
employees.

Are they going
to lose their
jobs? They have
families, how will
they survive?

What?
How can
that be?
I don’t
know how long
this situation will
last…it could
be years.

The hardships of the war, an earthquake
in JAPAN, coupled with the rising prices
of iron and Dorab’s extensive plans for
expansion had resulted in empty coffers.
*Tata Iron and Steel Company (TISCO) in Jamshedpur, Now Tata Steel

NO, We
can’t let
them suffer
for no fault
of theirs.
We must do
something!

AMAR CHITRA KATHA

I’m going to
give them all my
personal wealth.
That means we will
have very little
for a while.

When she returned Wait
right
here.

Here, my
contribution
for our
employees.

Gasp!
This is all
your jewellery,
including…
including….

Mehri disappeared.
Without a second
thought, Mehri had
offered all her
jewellery for
the benefit of the
employees. The two
of them mortgaged
all their wealth
and raised rupees
one crore to bail
the company and its
employees out. It
would be another
six years before
they could recover
their fortune.

Yes, the Jubilee
diamond. of What
use is it Dorab, if it
can’t be of help in
times of need.

In 1926, all the womens’ ORGANISATIONS came together for a National Conference of
Women in Pune. It was headed by Margaret Cousins, a great supporter of Indian women.
During a discussion with her and Sarojini Naidu* True. Their
The biggest evil
You know, all
education stops when
is child marriage. When
the work we do comes to
they get married.
girls are married so
nothing because we are
After that, their life is
young, they have no time
only solving problems, not
an uphill battle.
or exposure to question
looking for permanent
or correct their
solutions.
situation.

*Sarojini Naidu was a freedom fighter and
one of India’s first women’s rights activists.
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We should
campaign
against early
marriage.

Yes, there
should be a law.
The minimum age for
marriage must be
raised by law.

More than that,
we should make it
illegal for girls
to be married so
young.

The Conference passed a
resolution that the minimum
age must be fixed by
legislation. This led to the
framing of the SARDA Bill*.
By 1927, the National Council of Women had become
a WELL-RESPECTED ORGANISATION that was doing
remarkable work for the women of India.
Indian women
should now be represented
on the international front.
Women all over the world are
raising their voices to be heard.
We should join them and let
them know about our
particular struggles.

With that in mind, Mehri led a
contingent of Indian women
to the International Women’s
Conference in Geneva. There -

Who is that
woman?
She is so
dignified and
graceful.

That is
Lady Tata. I
hear she is
as intelligent
as she is
beautiful.

All of Mehri’s travelling and exposure
to the outside world came in handy
when she represented India at the
conference -

She is so
aware of
women’s work
in different
countries.

*The SARDA Bill was introduced by Rai Sahib Harbilas SARDA in
1927. It was ORIGINALLY called the Hindu Child marriage Bill.

And so
sympathetic
to all our
collective
troubles.
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1927 was a year of travel for Mehri. Besides Geneva, she travelled with Dorab to the United
States. They were honoured everywhere they went, and even invited to the White House to
meet President Coolidge.

Mehri was also asked to talk about India at Battle Creek
College*. She used this opportunity to talk about Indian
women and the importance of the SARDA Bill.
I hope
the women of
India will one
day receive as
much freedom
and education
as you. The
two greatest
needs in India
today are the
need to educate
men about the
need to educate
women and then
to educate both
men and women
in the science
of bringing
up children
properly and
building their
character.
We are fighting
these days to convert
a Bill into a law that
will fix a minimum
age for girls to get
married.
No country except
India has such a population
of child widows who are not
allowed to remarry. Some of
the widowed are even babies
of 8 to 10 months.

*now andrews university

If women get
married later, they will
have the opportunity to get
educated. They will have more
control over their own lives
and can instil the same values
in future generations.

20
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Back home in India, Mehri threw herself fully into supporting the Sarda
Bill*. They met politicians like Motilal Nehru to ask for support and stood
outside their offices with placards!
If you
oppose the Sarda
bill, motilal ji,
the world will
laugh at you.

Even though these were all people that she knew, Mehri did
not hesitate to fight for what she thought was a just cause.
They also appealed to Mahatma Gandhi.
If you speak
about the evils of
child marriage, people
will listen to you.

Eventually, they succeeded. In 1929,
the Sarda Bill became a law.
Hurrah! Now
girls can’t get
married before
the age of 14!

Ha ha! Very
funny, Dorab. The
minimum age for
boys has been
fixed at 18.

This was the first social reform issue taken up by
women in India. It was the first time they pushed for
a law and played a part in the politics of the country.
*Officially known as the Child Marriage Restraint Act

What about
boys? Can they
get married
before 14?
Ha ha!

This is
much, but not
enough.
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Mehri was already thinking ahead Now we should
have more schools for girls so
that they all get the education they
deserve. We will also need women
teachers and training colleges for
women. Let’s get to work!

By 1929, Mehri was the President
of the Womens’ Council. Fully
charged and ready to do a million
things at once, her life suddenly
took a strange turn. She began to
feel unwell.
The rescue home
needs repairs. There are
so many women living
there now, we need a
bigger, permanent home
for them.

Uhhh

Ignoring the fact that she was
not feeling well, Mehri pushed on.

Lady
Meherbai…
are you all
right?
Yes…just a
little dizzy. You’re
right, we need to
raise funds for the
rescue home.

22

I can organise
a fete. I’m sure
people will spend
money to have a good
time and we can use
the money to repair
the rescue home.
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Such was her generosity that she organised the
fete in her own home. All of Bombay turned up, if
only for the chance to visit that splendid house.

The house is
so full of
art and other
treasures.

Mehri is
welcoming each and
every person. She only
sees the humanity of
people and not their
social status.

That same year, Bombay was
shaken by a series of riots. The
Women’s Council rushed to help.

The fete was a huge success.
35,000 rupees!
We can even get a
brand new building
with this money!

There are areas
where no food is
available. Families
are going hungry.

So they got a new Rescue
Home and had enough money
left to start an endowment
fund for destitute women.
23

It’s terrible.
The hospitals
are full, medical
supplies are
running out.
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Here, medicines,
towels… whatever I
could find in my house.
The rest we can buy.
I will pay for them if
needed.

But what
about food?
How do we get
that to the
people?

A few hours later, Mehri was at the Mayor’s
office with members of the Women’s Council.
You are
proposing to
sell vegetables
in these areas?

Yes, at cost price.
These people are not
beggars, they have dignity
and the money can be used
for medical supplies. The
hospitals are running out
of medicines...

24

...We just
need your
permission.

But…but… you
are ladies! How
will it look?

MEHERBAI TATA

Look?
Meaning?

How can
you ladies sell
vegetables? It
will not look
graceful.

Graceful!? Is
this the time to
worry about
such things?

Mr Mayor, We
just need your
permission. We are
here to be Useful,
Not Graceful.

25

permission was eventually given. The
vegetables were sold and the money
collected was given to hospitals, to
the Red Cross and to the sepoys who
were keeping peace in riot-torn areas.
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By 1930, Mehri was beginning to get unwell
very often. Dorab was worried There are
other people
who can do your
work. You need
to rest.

...and Mehri was the Chairperson
of the Reception Committee.
I’ve made a schedule
…now we need
of who is arriving
when and who will to plan what they will
do in their free time
pick them up...
here.

I will…
just let
me do this
first.

The All India Women’s Conference
was to be held in Bombay that year…

Over 250 women delegates were
arriving in Bombay for the conference.

Mehri made sure every one of them
was taken care of. After the event -

You never
hesitate to help anyone,
Meherbai. You work harder
than most others, even
though your own social
duties are enormous.

Splendid,
Meherbai! This
was one of our
most successful
conferences.
All of them
have worked so
hard, Mrs Naidu…
we owe them this
much.

It gives me great
happiness and satisfaction
to forget myself and think
of others, to sacrifice
personal comfort, and to
give freely and generously
but wisely.
26
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If we can
learn the right
values and instil
them in the next
generation and then
the next, we can
grow into a nation
of helpful people
free of prejudice,
ignorance and
superstition.

Service to others
widens our outlook,
enlarges our sympathies,
and brings out all that
is human and good in us.
True education means
character building.

you are
right,
mehrbai.

In the summer of 1930, Mehrbai led another delegation
of Indian women to the International Conference of
Women, This time in Vienna. Here she made no bones
about her belief in the power of women.

I am fully convinced that women
can exercise great influence in
public life, provided they have the
position and the right to vote in
public affairs. When women take
their just share in the affairs of
their country, it will rise to be one
of the great nations of the world
and so it will now be with India.
That was
forceful!

Really! I had
no idea Indian
women could be
so articulate and
confident.

Without intending to, Mehri became the
face of Indian women internationally.
People formed their impression of
the modern Indian woman from her
impactful speech and wise tolerance.
27
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By now, there was no denying that Mehri was quite ill.

But she was still
trying to do as
much as she could.

We should send
some young ladies to study
abroad. If they can see what
women there are doing in
public health, sanitation and
infant welfare, they could
teach it to others when
they come back.

Come on,
Mehri…where
are we going to
get the money
for that!
Mehri had many ideas to help women, but Is that Lady
She has
Meherbai Tata?
leukaemia* but
She’s a shadow
she won’t stop
of her former
working.
self.

*Leukaemia is a cancer of the blood cells.
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Mehri waved an
arm around her If we have fewer social
gatherings, there would be
money for scholarships! Think
how much those lessons could
benefit future generations.

MEHERBAI TATA

She never returned. Lady Meherbai Tata died
on 18 June, 1931. She was 52 years old.

In April 1931, Mehri was taken to a nursing
home in Ruthin, North Wales, for treatment.
....And finally,
tell my sisters
that I will be
back soon.

Till the very end, she was making plans
for the liberation of Indian women.
Though seriously ill, she had access
to the best treatment and doctors, so
nobody really anticipated her death.
Women in India and abroad were in shock. Across the world, countless memorial
meetings were held, where her death was mourned but she was celebrated.
She was
admirably fitted to
play the part of
India’s representative
to women of other
countries.

She was a
well of hope
and courage. She
restored one’s
faith in life and
humanity.
She had
great force
of character
combined with
real kindness
and singular
graciousness
of manner.

Her guiding
principle was a
love for what
was right and she
never swerved
from it.

She had the
outlook of a good
tennis player-a
directness of aim
and fair plaY.
She was
the spokeswoman
for Indian women
internationally.
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She was
robust,
direct,
steady and
resolute of
purpose.
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Her loving husband Dorab was devastated.
he had given her every encouragement and
opportunity to make use of all her gifts of
mind and heart and wealth.

Mehri’s ashes were placed next to her
father-in-law at Brookwood Cemetery
in England. A beautiful mausoleum in
the old Persian style was especially
built for her with an epitaph that tried
to encapsulate her life.

Less than a year after Mehri’s
death, he too passed away on his
way to visit her mausoleum. It
became his final resting place.
But before his death, Dorab made sure that
Mehri’s life’s work would continue. In 1932, he
set up the Lady Meherbai d Tata Education Trust
for training women in hygiene, health and social
welfare. It also gave scholarships to young
Indian women who wanted to study abroad.

He also set up The Lady Tata Memorial
Trust for research into diseases of
the blood, especially leukaemia and
for research into ways to reduce
suffering caused by other diseases.
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But most significantly, Dorab
gave up all their wealtheverything, including land,
property and the Jubilee
Diamond-and put it into a Trust.
Our money should be
used to improve learning
and research in India. It
should be able to bring
comfort to people without
any distinction of place,
nationality or creed.
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The Trust came to be known as the sir Dorabji Tata Trust. With rupees one crore raised in 1932,
it was possibly the largest endowment ever. Focusing on schools, education, hospitals and
research, some of the direct results of the Trust Fund are -

Tata Memorial Hospital

Tata Institute of Social Sciences

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
The Women’s Movement in
India suffered a grave
loss for there was no
one like Mehri who could
be direct of speech but
gracious of spirit.

A short-lived but spirited
voice seeking change,
Mehri inspired women to
value themselves and their
contribution to society.
Later, Indian women
progressed substantially.
Their participation in the
freedom movement, access
to education and voting
rights gave them a voice
and an identity.

While there are hospitals
AND RESEARCH CENTRES in
her name, it is perhaps
the modern Indian woman
who is the living memorial
to the life and work of
Lady Meherbai Tata.

LEADING FIGURES OF THE
WOMEN’S MOVEMENT IN INDIA

ANNIE BESANT

SISTER NIVEDITA

SAROJINI NAIDU

MEHERBAI TATA
BHIKAJI CAMA
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OTHER SIMILAR TITLES

For more information visit - tata.com

VISIONARIES

Meherbai tata
“A woman has the power to shape her family’s future. She has the power
to instil the right values and mould entire generations, building a nation of
people free of ignorance, superstition and prejudice.”
Lady Meherbai Tata strongly believed that women could do this and more.
For that they needed education and a voice and she was determined to
provide both.
Tirelessly campaigning for women’s education and using her own voice
to raise awareness, Meherbai’s wisdom and courage made her the
international face of the modern Indian woman. Her bird’s eye view of
society led her to challenge child marriage in the early 20th century and
create avenues for women to study, gain experience and themselves
become instruments of change. Generous, practical, kind, and inclusive,
her empathy and understanding helped her bridge the gap between
the rich and the poor. Women from all sections of society trusted her to
advocate for them.
Married into the wealthy and influential Tata family, she used her resources
to instil a sense of value and self-worth in women. She, successfully, carved
a path that helped Indian women discover themselves and establish their
identity and place in society.

